
2010 – 2011 

4th Grade Summer Reading 
 

 

 You will be required to... 

  

 1.   Choose one book from the attached list to read 

 2.  Write a book report 

 3.  Make a book poster 

 4.  Plan to take the AR quiz after we return to school 

 5.  Have a great summer! 

 

 

I hope you enjoy your break.  I am looking forward to having you in my class 

in August.   

 

 

 

Book Report 
 
 You will be required to write a book report on your book.  The book 

report needs to include the following... 

 

Title and Author 

Main Characters – Include names and a brief description of the characters. 

Setting – Include where the story takes place and describe it. 

Summary – Write a summary of the book (beginning, middle, end) 

Your Opinion of the Book – Tell why you liked or disliked the book. 

A Cover – (book title, your name, decorate the cover) 

 

The book report should be on loose leaf, in cursive writing using either blue 

or black ink.  You must write in complete sentences.  The book report must 

be in your own words. 

 

 

The book report is due Monday, August 23, 2010. 

 



 

 

AR Quiz 
 
 You will need to be prepared to take the AR quiz on your book.   It 

may be helpful to buy a copy of the book so that you can review it prior to 

taking the quiz.  The AR quiz must be taken by Friday, August 27th. 

 

Book Poster  
 

 You will need to make a poster. The poster will be for a contest that 

we will have in each of the 4th grade Language Arts classes.  The poster 

should be like one that you would see in a book store advertising a new book.  

The poster must be on poster board and include the following... 

 

• A brief summary of the book (similar to what you would find on a book 

jacket, BUT NOT COPIED FROM THE BOOK.  
 

• Include an illustration of what YOU think the book cover should look 

like...keep in mind that a book cover must include the title of the book 

and the author’s name.  It should actually look like a book. 

 

• Include a price for your book.  (You can make the book price a small 

amount if you did not like the book or you can make it very high if you 

loved the book.) 

 

• Include a review of the book.  Pretend you work for a newspaper or 

magazine and it is your job to review the book.  (This should only be 

one or two sentences.) 

 

• Your name must go on the back of the poster. 

 

• HAVE FUN and BE CREATIVE! 

 

Posters are due on Monday, August 30, 2010.  

  
 

 



Choose one of the following books.    

I have included a brief description from the Barnes & Noble website to help you 

choose your book.  You should be able to find them at all local bookstores or online.  

Pick the one that sounds good to you. 
 

  Cicada Summer    

   By:  Andrea Beatty 

   Book Level:  4.7 AR Points:  4 
Eleven-year-old Lily has a passion for Nancy Drew stories and a secret she is keeping from those she loves. 

When summer brings lying, stealing, sneaky Tinny Bridges to town, Lily must be on her guard with this 

perceptive newcomer, or risk having her secret revealed. But Tinny won’t leave Lily alone. She takes candy 

from the general store and blames Lily. She tries to steal Lily’s friends and even her father’s affection. 

Then Tinny goes missing, and only watchful, mystery-loving Lily has any idea what happened to her. But 

for Lily, finding Tinny means confronting her hidden past. 

 

 Masterpiece    

   By:  Elise Broach 

   Book Level:  4.8 AR Points:  8 
With overtones of Chasing Vermeer and The Borrowers, this inventive mystery involves two families that 
inhabit the same Manhattan apartment: the Pompadays-a slick, materialistic couple, their infant son and 

thoughtful James, from the wife's previous marriage-and a family of beetles, who live behind the kitchen 

sink and watch sympathetically as James's charms go unappreciated. Careful though the beetles are to stay 

hidden, boy beetle Marvin crosses the line, tempted by a pen-and-ink set James receives for his 11th 

birthday. Marvin draws an intricate picture and then identifies himself to a delighted James as the artist. 

Before James can hide Marvin's picture, Mrs. Pompaday loudly proclaims her son's talent and even James's 

laid-back artist dad compares the work with the drawings of Albrecht Dürer. A trip to a Dürer exhibit at the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art follows, James stowing Marvin in a pocket; before long a curator is asking 

James to forge a Dürer miniature of Fortitude as part of an elaborate plan to catch an art thief (can a tiny 

virtue defeat big lies?).  



 

 The Gollywhopper Games 
       By:  Jodi Feldman 

       Book Level:  3.9        AR Points: 6 
Ladies and gentlemen!     Boys and girls! 

Welcome to the biggest, bravest, boldest competition the world has ever seen! 

The Gollywhopper Games!  

Are you ready? Gil Goodson sure hopes he's ready. His future happiness depends on winning the Golly Toy 

& Game Company's ultimate competition. If Gil wins, his dad has promised the family can move out of 

Orchard Heights—away from all the gossip, the false friends, and bad press that have plagued the 

Goodsons ever since The Incident.  

Gil's been studying for months. He thinks he knows everything about Golly's history and merchandise. But 

does he know enough to answer the trivia? Solve the puzzles? Complete the stunts? Will it be more than all 

the other kids know? Gil's formidable opponents have their own special talents. He must be quicker and 

smarter than all of them. The ride of Gil's life is about to begin. Win! win! win! 

 

 Bird Lake Moon  

       By:  Kevin Henkes 

      Reading Level:  4.9    AR Points:  4 
Spencer thought the house might be haunted. Mitch knew it wasn't. And he knew why. 

The whole time Spencer and Mitch hung out together at Bird Lake that summer, there 

were secrets keeping them apart.   And maybe a secret knowledge keeping them together, 

too—together like members of the same tribe. Like friends.  

 

    



  Piper Reed 
    By:  Kimberly Willis Holt 

    Reading Level:  3.5      AR Points:  2 
Nine-year-old Piper Reed is used to her family moving to a new place every two years because of her 

father's job as a mechanic for the Navy. "When a man joins the Navy, his family joins the Navy," he always 

explains. But the most recent upheaval, a move from San Diego to Pensacola, Fla.-in the middle of the 

school year, no less-seems especially trying for the whole clan. Fortunately there's not much that can dim 

Piper's spunk for long. Soon she forms a new band of pals, her Gypsy Club, and decides that when she 

grows up she may even join the Blue Angels flight team (which practices nearby). Though Card's voice is 

laudably youthful, it has a nasal tone, stretched to the limit during some exaggerated whining by Piper's 

youngest sister Sam. Additionally, Card's pacing often feels a bit slow for the material. But young listeners 

will be happy to make the acquaintance of this new character, who is slated to be the star of a series. 

 

 

 

  11 Birthdays 

   By:  Wendy Mass 

   Reading Level:  4.1     AR Points:  7 
It's Amanda's 11th birthday and she is super excited—-after all, 11 is so different from 10. But from the 

start, everything goes wrong. The worst part of it all is that she and her best friend, Leo, with whom she's 

shared every birthday, are on the outs and this will be the first birthday they haven't shared together. When 

Amanda turns in for the night, glad to have her birthday behind her, she wakes up happy for a new day. Or 

is it? Her birthday seems to be repeating itself. What is going on?! And how can she fix it? Only time, 

friendship, and a little luck will tell. . . 
     

 

 

 
 

 


